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Scope and purpose of the meeting

Background
The fight against viral hepatitis entered a new phase in 2015, when leaders at the UN General Assembly committed to combat viral hepatitis under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This historic move was followed by endorsement of WHO “Global health sector strategy on viral hepatitis 2016–2021” at the World Health Assembly last May. Both commitments enshrined the inspiring goal to eliminate viral hepatitis as a public health threat by 2030.

This year, WHO, the World Hepatitis Alliance, and partners have agreed to commemorate World Hepatitis Day 2017 under the theme "Eliminate hepatitis". The global campaign, observed on 28 July, will target every person affected by hepatitis, promoting awareness and actions to prevent, test, treat and cure this narrowly recognized but manageable epidemic.

The country of Georgia has a high prevalence of hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection, associated with exposures to HCV in health care settings with inadequate infection control and unsafe injections among persons who inject drugs. In April 2015, in collaboration with CDC and other partners, Georgia became the first country in the WHO European Region to endorse a national programme to eliminate HCV infection, defined as achieving a 90% reduction in prevalence by 2020. 

The WHO Regional Office for Europe in collaboration with Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia (MoLHSA) will organise a half-day sub-regional meeting “Lessons learnt from the Georgian Hepatitis C Elimination Programme”

Purpose and objectives
The purpose of the conference is to commemorate World Hepatitis Day 2017 in Georgia, the first #NOhep Visionaries Programme participant country in the WHO European Region.The scope of the conference includes highlighting the overall influence of comprehensive hepatitis elimination programme on the public health in the frame of SDGs.

Specific objectives include:
· To review the progress of Georgia HCV Elimination Programme;
· To discuss the impact of the viral hepatitis elimination efforts in a broader public health context in Georgia;
· To launch nationally #NOhep Visionaries Programme.

Participants 
· National Stakeholders, including representatives of the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs, Georgian NCDC, clinicians involved in the Georgian National HCV Elimination Programme and others 
· Representatives of the WHO Headquarters (TBC), WHO Regional Office for Europe and WHO Country Office in Georgia
· Major partner organizationsinvolved in Georgian National HCV Elimination Programme, including US CDC, civil society organizations and representatives of World Hepatitis Alliance 
· Representatives of other UN agencies in Georgia
· Representatives from neighbouring countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Ukraine?)
· Invited mass-media representatives 

Estimated number of participants: 90-100

Venue and dates
Tbilisi, Georgia, 28 July 2017

Language
English and Georgian, with simultaneous translation

Provisional programme:
	Friday, 28 July

	09:00–09:30
	Registration

	09:30–09:45 





	Opening/welcome remarks


	Dr David Sergeenko, Minister of Labour, Health and Social Affairs 

Dr Nedret Emiroglu, WHO Regional Office for Europe (TBC)

Charles Gore, World Hepatitis Alliance 

	09:45–10:00
	Media Coverage

	10:00–10:15 



10:15–10:45


10:45–11:00
	· WHO Global Hepatitis Report 2017(focus on WHO/Europe)



· Review of the progress of the Georgia HCV Elimination Programme

· #NOhep global movement an and #NOhep Visionaries Programme
	Dr Antons Mozalevskis,WHO Regional Office for Europe 

Dr Amiran Gamkrelidze, Georgian NCDC

Charles Gore, World Hepatitis Alliance  

	11:00–11:30
	Coffee break

	11:30–12:45
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12:45–13:15

13:15–13:30
		· HCV Elimination Programme in a broader public health context:
· Infection control and blood safety
· Reducing inequalities – addressing vulnerable populations (PWID, prisoners, other underserved populations) – how to reach those, collaboration with NGOs, fighting stigma 
· HCV and non-communicable diseases (alcohol, chronic liver diseases, including liver cancer), other infections (TB, HIV)
· HCV Elimination Programme integration into the overall health system

	
· Q&A and Discussion 

· Closing remarks



	Round table














NCDC and WHO

	13:30–14:30
	Lunch and adjourn 
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